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MILITIA LAWS. 


N TYE YEAR OF OUR LORD, ONE “THOUSAND 
SEVEN HUNDRED AND NINETY-THREE. 


Sy GE 


For regulating and governing the Militia of the Common- 
wealth of Maffachuferts, and for repealieg all Laws 
heretofore mide for that purpofe; excepting an Act 
entitled, An Act for eftabhfhing Rules zr d Articles for 
governing the ‘Troops ftationed in Forts and Garrfons 
withih this Commonwealth, and alfo the Militia when 
eallcd into actual fervice.” 


\ V HEREAS the Laws for regulating 
and governing the Militia of this Common- 
wealth have become too complicate for prac- 
tical uie, by reafon of the feveral alterations 
which have from time to time been made 
therein: ‘Therefore, 
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I. BE it enaffed by the Senate and 
House of REPRESENTATIVES, in General 
Court affembled, and by the authority of the 
Jame, ‘That the feveral Laws heretofore 
made for governing and regulating the 
Militia, be, and hereby are repealed, except 
an Ad, entitled, “ An A@ for eftablifhing 
Rules and Articles for governing the Troops 
{tationed in Forts and Garrifons within this 
Commonwealth, and alfo the Militia when 
called into actual fervice.” 


Provided neverthelefs, That all officers 
actually in commiffion, agreeably to the 
aws which are hereby repealed, and in 
grades which are eftablifhed by this Ac, 
fhall eontinue in commiffion in the fame 
manner, and in the fame authority they 
would, in cafe the faid laws were ftill in 
force; and all aftions depending in any 
Court by force of faid laws, fhall, and may 
be profecuted to final judgment and exe- 
cution. 


I. And be it enaéted by the authority afore 
faid, That each and every free, able-bodied 
white male citizen, of this, or any other of 
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the United States, refiding within this 
Commonwealth, who is, or fhall be of the 
age of eighteen years, and under the age of 
forty-five years (except as is herein after 
excepted) fhalt feverally and refpectively 
be fubjeét to the requifitions of this Act, 
and fhall be enroled in the Militia, by the 
Captain or Comnianding Officer of the 
company, within whofe bounds fuch citi- 
zens fhall refide, within: three months from 
and after the paffing this AG : And it fhaH 
be at all times hereafter the duty of the 
Commanding Officer of every fuch compa- 
ny, to enrol every fuch citizen as afore- 
faid ; and alfo thofe, who fhall from time 
to time arrive at the age of eighteen years, 
or being of the age of eighteen years, and 
under the age of forty-five years, and “not 
herein after excepted, fhal}' come to refide 
within his bounds ; and'fhall without de- 
lay notify fuch citizen cf the enrolment, by 
a non-commiffioned officer or other perfon 
duly authorized for that purpofe, by whom 
facn notice may be proved ;. andin all cafes 
of doubt refpeëting the age of any perfon 
enrolled, or intended to be  enroled, the 
Party questioned, fhall prove his age to the 
A 2 fatisfaction © 
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fatisfaGtion of the Commanding! Officer of 
the sii within whofe bounds he may 
relide, 


WL. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That the Vide-Prefident 
of the United States; Members of Con- 
grels, of both Houfes, with their refpeëtive 
Officers ; Lientenant-Governor ; Members 
of the Council, Senate and Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, with their Officers ; Secretary 
and ‘Treafurer of the Commonwealth ; Of- 
ficers, Judicial and Executive, of the Gov- 
ernment’ of the United States; Juftices of 
the Supreme Judicial Court; Juftices of 
the Courts of Common Pleas; Judges of 
Probate ;. Regifters of Probate ; County 
Regifters ; Jeftices of the Peace ; Sheriffs ; 
Deputy Sheriffs ; Coroners; Conitaules ; 
Seleëtmen.s Minifters of the Gofpel ; El- 
ders and Deacons of Churches ; Church 


- Wardens, and thofe of the religious de- 


nominations: af Quakers and Shakers ; 
Matters of Arts ; Officers and Students at 
any College; alfo fuch Phyficians, Sur- 
geons, ftated School Mafters, Ferrymen and 
Millers, as the Selectmen of the towns to 
which 
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which they fhall feverally belong, fhall by 
a writing under their hands, fignify the ex- 
pediency of exempting ; perfons who have 
by commiffion under any government or 
Congrefs, or by eleëtion in purfuance of the 
orders of any Congrefs of the United States, 
or either of them, held the office of a Sub- 
altern or office of higher rank ; and all 
Mariners actually employed in any fea-fer- 
vice of any citizen within the United States, 
in any veffel of more than thirty tons bur- 
then ; Cuftom-Houfe Officers ; all Poft- 
Officers, Stage-Drivers, actually employed 
in the care and conveyance of the Mail; 
and fuch perfons as did attain to the age of 
forty years before the eighth day of May 

one thoufand feven hundred and ninety 

three ; andalfoall fuch Manufacturers as 
are by any fpecial law of the Common- 
wealth.now exempted, fhall.be,.and hereby | ` 
are exempted from the faid enrolment.* 


IV. And be it further enacted’ by the au- 
thority aforefaid, ‘Yat the Governor, by 
and with the advice of ths Council, be, and 
hereby is authorized and empowered to 


‘form and’ arrange the Militia into divifions, 


brigades, 
* his Section is repealed! 
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brigades, regiments and companies ; and 
from time to time to make fach alterations 
therein as fhall be neceflary ; and if the 
fame be convenient, each brigade fhall con- 
fift of four regiments, each regiment of ten 
companies, and each company of fixty-four 
effective privates: Provided notwith/tand- 
ing, That the prefent arrangement of the 
Militia fhall continue as it now is, until the 
Governor, with the advice of Council, fhall 
Gtherwife order ; and each new divifion, 
brigade and regiment fhall be numbered at 
the formation thereof, and'a record made of 
fuch number in the Adjutant-General’s of- 
fice, and when in the field or in fervice, each . 
divifion, brigade and regiment fhall refpec-- 
tively take rank according to its number. 


V. And be it further enatied by the aus: 
thority afarefaid, That the Militia fhall be 
officered, as follows : To each divifion, one 
Major-General, and two Aids-de-Camp, 
with the rank of Major : To each brigade, 
one Brigadier-General, with one Brigade- 
Infpector, to ferve alfo as Brigade-Major, 
with the rank: of Major: To each regi- 
ment, one Colonel, one eae 
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nel, one Major; provided neverthelefs, 
where any vacancy of Colonel now is, or 
fhall hereafter happen, then the field-officers 
of each regiment to confift of a Lientenant- 
Colonel-Commandant, and two Majors : 
To each company of infantry, one Captain, 
one Lieutenant, and one Enfign, four Ser- 
geants,four Corporals, one Drummer, one 
Fifer or Bugler : That there fhall be a Re- 
gimental Staff, to confit of one Adjutant, 
one Quarter-Mafter, to rank as Lieutenants, 
one Surgeon, and one Surgeon’s Mate, to 
be appointed by the Commanding Officer 
of the regiment, and commiffioned by the 
Governor, oneSergeant-Major, one Quarter- 
Matter Sergeant, one Drum-Major, and one. 


Fife-Major : That each company of artil- 


lery fhall confit of one Captain, two Lieu- 
tenants, four Sergeants, four Corporals, fix 
Gunners, fix Bombadiers, one Drummer, 
one Fifer, and thirty-two Privates or Ma-. 
troffes : And each troop of cavalry fhall. 
confift of ong Captain, two Lieutenants, and 
one Cornet, four Sergeants,four Corporals, 
one Saddler, one Farrier, one Trumpeter,, 
and thirty-two Privates: And there fhall 
be one Adjutant-G eneral and one Quarter- 
Mafter-General, 
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Matter-General for the whole Militia, to be 
appointed by the Governor. 


VI. And be it further enadfed by the au- 
thority aforefaid, ‘That each and every Ma- 
jor-General be, and hereby is empowered, 
and it fhall be his duty, to give all fuch or- 
ders as fhall from time to time be neceffary, 
confiftent with the law for electing Briga- 
dier-Generals, Field-Officers, Captains and 
Subaiterns, in brigades, regiments and com- 
panies, within his refpeëtive divifion, which 
have not Been. already commiffoned, and 
for filling up vacancies of fuch officers or 
arly of them, where they now are or 
may hereafter happen.. 


Provided always, That whenever a time 
fhall be appointed for the ele&tion of any 
Officer or Officers, the eleëtors fhall have 
ten days notice thereof, at leaft, and all re- 
turns of eleftions, and negleëts, or refufals 
to make choice of Officers, fhall be made to 
the Governor by the Major-General, in 
whofe divifion the eleétion fhall be ordered ; 
and all commiffions thall pafs through the 
hands of the Major-Generals to the offcérs: 
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| in their refpective divifions, for whom they 
| fhall be made out ; and every, perfon who 
fkall be ele€ted to any office in the faid Mah. 
ps tia, and fhall not within ten days after he 
| fhall have been notified of his. election, (ex- 
| cepting a Major-General, who {hall be al. 
lowed thirty days after. he thall be notified 
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth) 
fignify. his acceptance thereof, fhall be con- 
fidered as declining to ferve in fuch office; 
and orders fhall.be forthwith jflued for a 
new choice. 


VIL. And be it further enaéted by the au- 
thority ajorefaid, That every pifon who - 
fhall be lawfully.entitled to be commiffioned 
to any office in the Militia of this Common. 
wealth, fhall at the time of receiving his g 
commiffion, take and fubfcribe the oaths - 
and declaration’ required by the Conftitu- 
a tion, before fome Juttice of the Peace, or 
| fome General or Field Officer, who hall 
L have previoùfly taken .and dubfcribed them . 
himfelf, and who are hereby authorized to 
adminifter the fame; and a certificate there- 
of (hall be made on. the back of every com- 
mufhon, by -the Juftice of the Peace, or 'Ge- 

neral 
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neral or Field Officer, before whom the 
faid oaths and declaration {hall have been 
taken and fubfcribed. 


VHI. And be it further enadted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That the Commanding 
Officer of regiments, fhall appoint the non- 
commiffioned Staff-Officers of their refpec- 
tive regiments :—The Commanding Offi- 
cers of Companies fhall appoint the non- 
commiffioned Officers, including the Clerks, 
of the refpective companies :—All non- 
commiflioned Staff-Officers and Sergeants 
fhall receive warrants under the hand of 
the Commanding Officer of their refpective 
regiments or corps :—And the Adjutant 
fhall keep a record in a fuitable book, to be 
kept for that purpofe, of all warrants which 
fhall be iffued :-—And no non-commiffion- 
ed Officer fhall-be deemed to have refigned 
his office, until he fhall have done it in writ- 
ing to the Commanding Offitr of the regi- 
ment or corps to which he belonged; and 
fhall have obtained his difcharge alfo in 
writing, from fuch Commanding Officer : 
s—And no non-commiffioned Officer or 
Private, fhall be difenroled from the ara 

or 
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for difability, without a certificate from the 
regimental Surgeon and Mate, 


IX. And be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That every company fhall 
have a Clerk, who fhall be alfo one of the 
Sergéants, and he fhall be fworn to the 
faithful difcharge of his truit ; and it fhall 
be his duty always to keep a fair and exact 
roll of the company, together with the ftate 
of the arms and equipments belonging to 
each man, which roll he fhall annually re- 
vife and correétin the month of May, as is 
herein after dire€ted ; to regifter all orders 
and proceedings of the company in an or- 
derly book, which fhall never be alienated 
from the company ; to keep exa& details 
of all detachments ; to call the roll when- 
ever the company is aflembled ; to exam- 
ine the equipments when thereto required, 
and to note all delinquencies ; to fue for, 
recover and receive all fines and forfeitures 
which are required by this A@ to be recov- 
‘ered, one half to his own ufe for his trouble, 
and the other half to be paid to the Com- 
manding Officer of the company, jn truk, 
for the ufe of the company to which he be- 
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longs, excepting fuch cafes wherein other 
provifion is made by this Act, for the re- 


covery and appropriation of fines and for- 
feitures. 


Provided neverthelefs, That all commif- 
fioned Officers now in command in the 
Militia, in any grade not eftablifhed by this 
AG, fhall be continued in their command ; 
and the Clerks of companies, now in office, 
fhall be continued in fuch office. 


X. And be it further enacted by the ati- 
thority aforefaid, That whenever a company 
fhall have neither commiffioned Officers nor 
non-commiffioned Officers, the Command- 
ing Officer of the regiment or battalion to 
which fuch company belongs, fhall appoint 
fuitable perfons within faid company to be 
non-commiffioned Officers and Clerk of the 
fame; and fuch non-commiffioned Officers 
and Clerk, fo appointed, fhall be gpyporized 
in the fame-manner, and have’ the fame 
power, and authority, as if they had been 
appointed bya Captain duly qualified to 
command faid company. 

And 
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XI. And be-it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, Vhat no Officer of the 
Militia fhall be difcharged excepting by the 
Commander in Chief, on the requeft of fuch 
Officer, in writing, or by the Commander 
in Chief on the addrefs of both Houfes of 
the Legiflature, or by being difbanded by 
a law of the Commonwealth, or by a judg- 
ment of a Court-Martial, or by aétual re- 
moval, (the Major-General to be judge 
whether the diftance is fo great that he 
cannot conveniently difcharge the duties 
of his office) or by twelve months abfence, 
without leave of fuch Officer, from the dif- 
trict of his command: And no Officer fhall 
confider himself exempted from the duties 
of his ftation, until he fhall have been dif- 
charged in one or other of the methods 
aforefaid : And if by the Commander in 
Chief, not until he fhall have received a 


, certificate of fuch difcharge: No Officer 


fhall be allowed to refign his ‘commiffion 
when under arreft ; and no General or 
Field-Officer fhall approve the refignation 
of any other Officer, until fach Officer thall 
have lodged in his hands all fuch Militia 
laws and orderly books as he ‘hall have 
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been furnifhed with by the Government ; 
and fuch General or Field-Officerdhall de- 
liver the laws and orderly books which he 
fhall thus have received, to the next fuc- 
ceeding Officer who fhall be commiffioned 
in the place of him who fhall have refigned. 


; XIL And be it further enaéted by the au- 
thority afer efaid, That the Governor with the 
advice of Council, be, and hereby is au- 
‘thorized to complete the cavalry in each 
brigade of the Militia, to two full com- 
panies or troops ; and the cavalry in each 
brigade, when compleated, fhall be formed 
into battalions or fguadrons; in thofe bri< 
gades where there are or may be two or 
three troops, they fhall form fguadrons, and 
each fquadron fhall be commanded by a 
Major ; in thofe brigades where there are 


already more than three troops, they fhall 


form battalions, and each battalion fhall be 
entitled to a Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, 
Adjutant and Quarter-Mafter : Provided 
always, That in thofe brigades where there 
are already two troops raifed, they fhall not 
be augmented ; and in thofe brigades 
where there are already more than two 

troops, 
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troops, they fhall not be reduced. Provid- 
ed alfo, That the companies of cavalry which 
are by any former Act, annexed to any re- 
giment, fhall continue to be fo attached to 
fuch regiment in which it is raifed. The 
Officers of cavalry fhall furnifh themfelves 
with good horfes, at leaft fourteen hands 
and a halfhigh ; and fhall be armed with 
a pair of piftols, and a good {word, the hol- 
fters of which fhall be covered with bearfkin 
caps : Each horfeman fhall furnifh himfelf 
with a ferviceable horfe, of at leaft fourteen 
hands anda half high; a good faddle, 
bridle, mail pillion and valife ; holfters, a 
breaftplate, and cruper ; a pair of boots and 
fpurs ; a pair of piftols, a fabre, and cart- 
ridge-box, to contain twelve cartridges for 
piftols. No man fhall be enlifted into any 
troop of cavalry, unlefs he fhalt own and 
conitantly keep. a fuitable horfe, and furni- 
ture, for that fervice ; and if any man.who 
fhall belong to any troop of cavalry, #hall 
be deltitute of a fuitable horfe and furniture, 
for more than three months, at one time, 
he thall be difcharged from fuch corps, and 
enrolled in the ftanding company in which 
he refides. And whenever any draft or 

Ba detachment 
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detachment fhall be made from a troop of 
cavalry, for aétual fervice, the men thus 
drafted or detached, fhall march with their 
own horfes ; and before they march, the 
horfes thall be appraifed by three indiffer- 
ent men, to be appointed by the Brigadier 
of the brigade from which fuch detach- 
ment fhall be made. 


XI. And be it further enadted by the au- 

thority aferefaid, That the Governor with 

the advice of Council, be, and hereby is 
authorized to compleat the artillery in each 
brigade of the Militia, to two full compa- 
nies ; and when thus compleated, fhall 
form a battalion in each brigade, and be en- 
titled to a Major, Adjutant and Quarter- 

Matter. Provided aeverthelefs, That in thoie 

brigades where thcre are already two com- 

penies raifed, they fhall not be augmented ; 

and in thofe brigades where there are alrea- 

dy more than two companies, they fhal 

not be reduced. And each company of 

artillery fhall be provided with two good 

fidld-pieces, with carriages and apparatus 

- compleat; an ammunition cart ; forty 

round fhot, and forty rounds of Ed 
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fhoi.—The Governor fhall order to be ifu- 
ed to each company of artillery, annually, a 
quantity of powder, not exceeding one hun- 
dred pounds, which fhall be expended on 
general mufter days, and in experimental 
gunnery. And the Quarter-Mafter-Gene- 
ral fhall provide for, and fupply the artillery 
companies with all the carriages, tumbrils, 
harnefs apparatus, implements, laboratory 
and ordnance ftores, which may, from 
time to time,beneceffary for their equipment. 
The Officers of artillery fhall be armed with 
a {word or hanger ; a fufee, bayonet and 
belt, with a cartridge-box to contain twelve 
cartridges : And each non-commiffioned 
Officer and Private or Matrofs, of thofe 
companies which are unprovided with field- 
pieces, fhall furnifh himfelf with all the 
equipments of a Private in the infantry, un- 
til proper ordnance and field artillery is pro- 
vided. And the Commanding Officer of 
each company of artillery, fhall be account- 
able for the careful prefervation of the pieces 
and apparatus, and the proper expenditure 
of the ammunition fupplied by government, 
Each company- of artillery, and troop of 
cavalry, fhall be formed of volunteers from 

the 
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the brigade ; and together they fhall not 
exceed in number one eleventh part of the 
infantry of fuch brigade ; and they fhall be 
uniformly cloathed in -regimentals, to be | 
furnifhed at their own expenfe. 


XIV. And be it further enated by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That at all regimental 
muiters, the companies commanded by fhe 
two eldeft Captains fhall a& as light-infin- 
try companies, except where light-infantry 
companies have already been raifed by 
voluntary enlifiment, and one or more fhall 
be attached to fuch regiment. 


AV. And be it further enaéted by the ata 
thority aforefaid, ‘That if any non-commif- 
fioned Officer or Private of cavalry, artille- 
ry, light-infantry, or other corps raifed at 
large, fhall neglect for the term of three 
months, to keep himfelf provided with an 
uniform of the company to which he be- 
longs, as is directed by this A&, he fhall be 
‘difcharged from fuch corps, by the Briga- 
dier commanding the brigade, and enrolled 
in the ftanding company in which he refides. 
Aud no company of cavalry, artillery, light- 

infantry, 
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infantry, or other corps, which it may be 
lawful to raife at large, fball be railed with- 
in this Commonwealth, when any of the 
ftanding companies {ball be reduced there- 
by toa lefs number than fixty-four effettive 
Privates; and no Officer of any tuch corps, 
fhall enlift any men belonging to a ftanding 
company, for the purpole of forming or 
recruiting fuch corps raifed at large, when, 
by means thereof, fuch ftanding company 
would be reduced to alefs number than 
fixty-four effective Privates. ` And if any 
fuch corps, raifed at large, fhallat any time 
be deftitute of commiffioned Officers, and 
fhall negle& to fill up fuch vacancies for 
one whole year after being ordéred to elect 
them, or if any fuch corps fhall be reduced 
under twenty privates, and remain in that 
fituation for one whole year without doing 
duty as the law directs, then in either całe 
as aforefaid, fuch corps raifed at large fhall 
be deemed difbanded, and the men which 
belonged to fuch delinquent corps, fhalt be 
enroled in the ftanding company in which 
the individuals thereof fhall refpedctively re~ 
fide: And no fuch corps, raifed at large, 
fhall at any time bear a greater number cf 
men 
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men on their rolls than the law allows ne- 
ceflary to conftitute them ; and the Com- 
manding Officer of every fuch corps fhall 
annually, in the month of April, make out 
a lift of all the men’s names belonging to 
his corps, and deliver the fame to. the Com. 
manding Officer of the regiment or bat- 
talion, in whofe diftriët fuch corps is or 
may be raifed ; and all fuch corps, raifed at 


' Jarge, not annexed to any particular regi- 


ment, fhall be fubje&t to the orders of the 
Commanding Officer of the brigade in 
which they fhall refpeëtively be raifed, and 
fhall make their eleCtions and returns in the 
fame manner as other corps of the Militia. 


And whereas the military company in 
Bofton, commonly called, the “ Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company,” being, by an- 
cient charter, cuftom and ufage, exempted 
from the general regulations of the Militia : 


_ Therefore, A 


XVI. Be it further enacted by the authori- 
ty aforefaid, That the faid company, called, 
the “ Ancient and Honorable Artillery Com- 
pany,” fhall retain its accultomed privileges, 

not 
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not being incompatible with the Conftitu- 
tion, but fhall be fubje& to all other duties 
required by this AG@ in like manner as 
other companies of Militia. 


XVII. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforsfaid, That every commiffion- 
ed Officer of infantry, whofe duty fhall re- 
quire him to ferve on foot, fhall be armed 
with a fword and an efpontoon ; and every 
Officer whofe duty requires him to be 
mounted, fhall be armed with a fword and 
pair of piftols : And the uniform, in every 
inftance required by this A&, fhall bea 
dark blue cloth coat,- of fuch fafhion, and 
with fuch facings, and underclothes, as the 
Major-Generals or Brigadiers fhall direct 
within their feveral commands. 


XVII. And be it further enadted by the 
authority aforefaid, That every non-com- 
miffioned Officer and Private of the infan- 
try fhall conftantly keep himfelf provided 
with a good muiket, with an iron or fteel 
rod, a fufficient bayonet and belt, two {pare 


flints, a priming wire and bruih, anda 


knapfack ; a cartridge-box, or pouch with 
a box 


for payment of taxes. 
l 
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a box-therein, to contain not lefs than twett 
ty-four cartridges, fuited to the bore of his 
mufket ; each cartridge to contain a pro- 
per quaniity of powder and ball; or with 
a good rifie, knapfack, fhot-pouch, powder- 
horn, twenty balls: fuited to the bore of his 
rifle, and a quarter of a pound of powder: 
And fhall appear fo armed, accoutred and 
provided, whenever called out, except that 
when called out to exercife only, he may 
appear without a knapfack, and without 
cartridges loaded with ball. Provided al. 
ways, that whenever a man appears armed 
with a mufket, all his equipments fhall be 
fuited to his mufket ; and whenever a man 
appears armed witha rifle, all his equip- 
ments fhall be fuited to his rifle : And that 
from and after five years from the paling 
of this A&, all mufkets for arming the Mili- 
tia, as herein required, fhall be of bores 
fufficient for balls of the eighteenth part of 
a'pound : And every citizen enroled and 
providing himfelf with arms, ammunition 
and accoutrements, required as aforefaid, 
(hall hold the fame exempted from all fuits, 
diftreffes, executions or fales for debt, or 
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XIX. And beit further enadied by the au- 
vhority aforefaid, That every non-commif- 
fioned Officer or Private of the infantry, 
who fhall neglect to keep himfelf aimed 
and equipped as aforefaid, or who thall, on 
a muiter-day, or at any other time of ex- 
amination, be deftitute of, or appear unpro- 
vided with the arms and equipments herein 
directed (except as before excepted) fhall 
pay a fine not exceeding twenty /hillings, in 
proportion to the articles of which he fhall 
be deficient, at the difcretion of the Juftice 
of the Peace,before whom trial fhall be had : 
And all parents, mafters and guardians fhall 
furnifh thofe of the kid Milina who fhall be 
under their care and command, with the 
arms and equipments aforementioned, un- 
der the like penalties for any negleët : And 
whenever the Sele&tmen of any town fhall 
judge any inhabitant thereof, bclonging to 
the Militia unable to arm and equip himfelf 
in manner as aforefaid, they fhall at the ex- 
penfe of the town, provide for and furnifh 


{fuch inhabitant with the aforefaid arms and ~ 


equipments, which fhall remain the proper- 
ty of the town at the expenfe of which they 
thall be provided ; and if any foldier shall 

| G embezzle 
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embezzle or deftroy the arms and equip- 
ments with which he fhall be furnifhed, he 
fhall, upon conviction before fome Juttice 
of the Peace, be adjudged to replace the 
| article or articles which fhall by him be fo 
! embezzled or deftroyed, and to pay the 
coft arifing from the procefs againit him: 

And if he fhall not perform the fame with- 

in fourteen days after fuch adjudication, it 

fhall be in the power of the Sele€&tmen of 
| the town to which he fhall belong, to bind 
A him out to fervice or labour, for fuch term 
of time as fhall, in the difcretion of the faid 
Juftice, be fufficient to procure a fum of 
money equal to the value of the article or 
articles fo embezzled or deftroyed, and pay 

coft arifing as aforefaid. 

XX. And be it further enadted by the at- 
thority aforefaid, "Lhat every perfon liable to 
do military duty, who being duly warned. 
fhall refufe or negleët to appear at the time 
and place appointed, armed and equipped 
as by this aét is directed, for any mutter, 
training, view of, arms, or other military 
duty, thall pay as a fine for fuch default, 
the fum of ten /hillings : And every perfon 
who fhall appear at any mufter with his 

arms 
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| arms in an unfit condition, fhall pay a fine 
of three failings for each and every fuch de- 
fault : Provided nevertbelefs, it hall be law- 
ful for the Commanding Officer of a com- 
; pany, at any time within eight days after any 
mutter, training, view of arms or other duty, 
to excufe any perfon for non-appearance, 
on the delinquent’s producing to him fatis- 
faétory evidence of his inability to appear 
as aforefaid ; andthe Commanding Officer 
of the company fhall certify the fame tothe 
Clerk within the time abovementioned, and 
the Clerk fhall not thereafter commence any 
profecution againit fuch delinquent for his 
Ime for non-appearance, as aforefaid, 


ER 


XXI.. And be it further enacted by the an- 
thority afcrefaid, That whenever the Com- 
mancing Officer fhall think proper to call 
his company together, or fhall be ordered 
by his fuperior Officer to do it, he fhall 
ifun his orders therefor, to one or mor? 

| of the non-comniflioned Officers, if there 
be any, If not, to one cr more of the privates 
belonging to his company, direëting himor ~ 
‘hem to notify ant warn the faid comp ny 
fo appear at fuch time and place as kall be 
| appointed; 
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appointed; and every fuch perfon or per- 
fons, who fhall receive fuch orders, fhall 
give notice of the time and place appointed 
for aflembling faid company, to each and 
every perfon he or they fhall be fo ordered 
to warn, either by verbal information, or by 
leaving a written or printed notification 
thereof, at the ulual place of abode of the 
perfon thus to be notified and warned ; and 
no notice fhall be deemed legal for mutters 
for the purpofe of common and ordinary 
trainings, unlefs it fall be given, four days 
at leaft. previous to the time appointed there- 
for; butin cafe of invafion, infurreëtion or 
other emergency, any time fpecified in the 
orders fhall be confidered as legal; and 
every gon-commiffioned Officer, or other 
perfon,’ who thall negle& to give the faid 
notice and warning, when ordered thereto 
by the Commanding Officer of the company 
to which he belongs, fhall for fuch offence 
forfeit and pay as a fine, a fum not exceed. 
ing forty foillings, nor lefs thantwe/ve fhillings. 
at the difcretion of the Juftice of the Peace 
before whom trial {hall be had ; and the tef- 
timony of any perfon under oath, who jhall 
have received orders agreeable to law, for 


notifying 
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siotifving and warning any company, or 
part thereof, to appear at atime and place 
appointed for any muiter, view cf arms, or 
other military duty, fhall be fufficient to 
prove due notice was given to the party a- 
gainit whom complaint may be made,unlefs 
fuch teftimony fhall be invalidated by other 
fufficient evidence : And whenever a compa- 
ny fhall be deftitute of commiffioned Officers, 
and the Commanding Officer of the regi- 
ment or battalion to which fuch company 
belongs, fhall think proper to call out fuch 
company, he fhall direct his orders to one 
or more of the non-commi” . ed Officers 
of faid company, who fhall nase fulfiis wer 
and authority to warn, aflemble, IS, or- 
der, exercife and govern faid company, con- 
formably to the orders which he or they 
fhall thus receive frora their fuperior Officers 
for that purpole: Provided always, When 
in regiment or ‘battalion, it fhall be lawful 
tor the Commanding Officer prefent, to or- 
der a tommiffioned Officer to command 
fuch company, while acting in conjunction 
with other corps. 
XXIL dnd be it furtier enaded by ibe 
gutvority afcrgsid, That every non-com- 
C2 miffioned 
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miffioned Officer and Private of the Militia, 
who fhall be diforderly or difobedient, or 
guilty of unmilitary conduc ona mutter or 
training day, or at any other time when on 
duty, fhall be confined during the time of 
the faid mufter or training, at the difcretion 
of his Officers, and fhall pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding forty /billings, nor lefs than twelve 
Jhillings, at the ditcretion of the Juitice of 
the Peace to whom complaint fhall be made. 


XXIV. And be it further enacted by the 
autio. ity aferefaid, That whenever any non- 
commiffior - | Officer or Private in the Mi- 
litin, hall: ~ `tany fum of money, fet and 
afik to any default, or offence, by this 
AG; the fum of four pounds, or under, the 
fame fhall be recovered in the manner fol- 
lowing ; that is to fay: The Clerk of the 
company to which the offender belongs, 
fhail, after the expiration of eight days, and 
within fixty days after the offence fhall have 
been committed, make complaint thereof, 
and of all matters of fubftance, and material 
circumftances attending the fame, to fome 
Juftice of the Peace, in the county where 
fuch offender fhall live, who fhall make ie 

cor 
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cerd thereof, and fhall ifue a fummons to 
the party complained of, to be ferved fevea 
days at leaft, before the’ time appointed for 
the trial, in the form following, mutatis 
mutandis. 


O EP EN OE PD ES EE Gee ae enge 


ME GE EE Ee N EE ETI SES 


#4, TO the Sheriff of the fuid county, 
K.s. or bis Deputy, or either of the Con 
Ai Pa fables of the town df 

~ within the fame county, 
`N GREETING, 
In the name of ihe Commonwealth of Mafa- 
ehufetts, you are hereby required to fummon 
C. D. of in the county of 
to appear before me E. F. one of 
ihe “Fuftices of the Peace for the county 


sd 
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aforefaid, at in on 
the day of at of the 
! clock, in the noon, then and there to fnew 


caufe, if any he has, why a warrant of dytrefs 
| ball not ifue againft him. (Here infert the 
'  complaimt.] Hereof fail not, and make due 
return of this writ, and of your doings therein, 
unto myfelf, at, or before the faid — day of 
Dated at aforelaid, the day of 
in the year of cur Lore 


| E. F. Valie of the Peace, - 
And 
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And when the faid party hall by himfelf, 
orhis Attorney appear accordingly, he may 
plead the general iffue and give any. {pecial 
matter in evidence; and if the faid part 
{hall make default, or if judgment fhal} be 
given againft him, and-he thall negle& for 
four days thereafter, to fatisfy the fame with. 
legal colts, then the Juftice of the Peace, 
before whom trial. fhall be had, fhall ifue 
his warrant of diftrefs, under his hand and. 
feal, in the form following.: 


ME To the Sheriff of the faid county, 
A Seat’ or bis Deputy, or any or either of 
pa the Conftäbles of the town of 

within the fame county, 
GREETING. 


Whereas:C. D. of upon the 
day of being a private Soldier in the. 
- £rain-Band, (as the cafe may be) of the come- 
~ pany of foot, commanded by in the 
regiment of Militia, in the faid county of 
commanded by ' was duly notified to 
appear upon the day of in the 
town of n inthe county aforefaid, 2 
is 


{ 
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bis arms and equipments, as. the law of this 
Commonwealth directs ; and the faid C. D. 
in violation of the fud Law, did unneceffarily 
weglei. to appear, (or did not appear armed 
and equipped, as the cafe may be) whereby 
be hath forfeited, and ought to pay the fam of 
Jrillings, to the ufes directed by law ; 
and the faid C. D. having been duly fummon- 
ed to appear before me E. F. one of the Fuftices 
of the Peace, for the county aforefaid, to fhew 
caufe, if any he had, why a warrant of diftre/s 
Jhould not be iffued for the fame fam, did not 
appear, (or appearing, did not shew fufficient 
caufe, why the fame warrant Jbould not be 
iffued, as the cafe may be ;) In the name of the 
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts, you are tberes 
fore commanded forthwith, of the goods or chat- 
tels of the faid C. D. within your precint, ts 
levy by diftrefs and fale thereof, the aforefaid 
fam of Jbillings, with . for char- 
ges of fuit, being in the whale, thefum of 
and to pay the fame to Clerk 
ofthe aforefaid company ; and alfa of the 
goods or chattels of the faid C.D. to levy 
Sor this writ, together with your 
swn fees ; and for want of fuch goods or chats 
tels of the faid, C. D. to be by bim fbewn te 
Hou 
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you, or found within your precind, you are 
commanded to take the. body of the faid Q. D. 
and him commit to the common Gaol in 

in the county aforefaid ; and the Keeper theres 
of is hereby commanded to receive the faid’ C. 
D. into the faid Gaol, and him fafely, keep, until 
he foall pay the fum afarefaids together witb 
legal fees and cofts, or until he fhall be other- 
wife diftharged by order of law ; and you are- 
to make return of this warrant with your dos. 
ings thereon, unto myfelf, within twenty days 
next coming, for. which this (ball be your fuffi- 
tient warrant ;, hereof fail not. Givenunder 
my hand and feal, the day of 
àn the year of our Lorn . 

E. F. Fuftice of the Peace. 


XXIV: And be it further enatted by the- 
‘authority aforefaid, That every Captain of 
Commanding Officer of a company, fhalt 
call his company. together three days in 
each year for company difcipline ; and once 
on the firft Tuelday of May, annually, for 

z the exprefs purpofe of examining and tak- 
ig an exact account of every man’s arms 
and equipments ;,at which time every. 

‘article required by this ast, fhall be brought 
i ta 
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to the place. of examination-; and it fhall 
be the duty of the Clerk; or in his abfence; i 
of fome other perfon to be.appointed on. 
the occafion, for the time only; by the 
Commanding Officer, for that purpofe, to 
make out an exact roll of the company, 
and fet againit every'mars name, the arms ` 
and equipments which fhall belong to him : 
And every.Commanding Officer of a com- j 
pany, fhall .conftantly keep by him a roll, ' 
with the arms and equipments of every” 
man annexed to his name, as aforefaid, from | 
-which .all detachments fhall be. regularly: 
detailed, and the annual return of the com-- 
pany made : And the faid roll fhal] be annu- 
ally revifed, corrected, and completed, on 
the firft Tuefday in Mayas aforefaid : And 
every perfon liable to do duty 'in the Militia, - 
who fhall be abfent at the examination or 
„review of arms, in the month of May, as. 
aforefaid, and fhall not. fend his arms and 
equipments to be examined, at the time” 
and place appointed, he fhall be fined -for- 
every article required in this a@, not: fo: 
brought or fent to be examined, as is here- 
in before diteëted, befides the fum of zer 
Jbillingss for non-appearance as .aforefaid. - 
XXV. dad 
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XXV. And be it further enacted by the 

authority aforefaid, ‘That every Captain or 
Commanding Officer of a company, #hall 
make a return of the ftate of his company, 
comprehending every man belonging to. 

| faid company, with all the arms and equip- 

ments belonging to them, to the command- 

| sng Officer of the regiment, in the month 

| of -May, annually : Every Commanding 
Officer of a regiment fhall make a return of 
the ftate of his regiment, to the Brigadier, 
in the month of Yune, annually : And every 
Commanding ‘Officer of a brigade fhall 
make out duplicate returns of his brigade, 
one of which he {hall tranfmit to the Major- 
General of the divifion to which he belongs, 
and the other to the Adjutant-General of 
the Commonwealth, in the month of Fuly, 
annually 


: 


XXVI. And be it further enacted by the 
| authority aforefaid, That the Adjutant- 
General fhall be commiffioned with the 
sank of Brigadier-General ; and it fhall be 
his duty to diftribute all orders from the 
Commander in Chief of the Militia, to the 
feveral corps ; to attend all public dk 

when 
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when the Commander in Chief fhall review 
the Militia, or any part thereof ; to obey 
allorders from him relative to carrying 
into execution and perfecting the fyftem 
of Military Difcipline, eftablifhed by this 
AG ; to fuperintend the annual infpeCtion 
of the Militia ; to furnifh blank forms of 
the different returns that may be required, 
and to explain the principles on which they 
fhould be made ; to keep fuch roflers and 
records as are proper to be kept in his 
office ; to receive from the feveral Officers 
of the different corps throughout the State, 
returns of the Militia under their com- 
mand, reporting the aftual fituation of their 
corps, their arms, ammunition and accou- 
trements, their delinquencies, and every 
other thing which relates to the general 
advancement of good order and difcipline : 
All which the feveral Officers of the divi. 
fions, brigades, regiments, battalions and 
companies are hereby required to make in 
the ufual manner, or as the Commander in 
Chief fhall direct, fo that the Adjutant-Ge- 
neral may be duly furnifhed therewith : 
From-all which returns, he fall make 
proper abilracts, and a general return of 
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the whole Militia of the Commonwealth. 
and lay the fame before the Governor or 
Commander in Chief, and forward a 
duplicate thereof to the Prefident of the 
United States. 

XXVII And be it further enacted by the 
autherity aforefaid, Vhat it fhall be the du- 
ty of the Brigade-Infpe€tor to attend the 
regimental and battalion mectings of the 
Militia, compofing the feveral. brigades, to 
which they belong, during the time of their 
being under arms ; to infpeët their arms 
and equipments ; to fuperintend their 
exercife and manoeuvres, and introduce 
the fyftem of difcipline, eftablifhed by 
this AG; to obey all orders they may. 
from time to time receive from the 
Commander in Chief, cr others, their fu- 
perior Officers ; to make returns to the 
Adjutant-General, at leaft, once in a year, 
and at fuch other times as fhall be required 
of the Militia of the brigades to which they 
feverally belong,reporting therein the actual 
fituation of the corps, their arms, ammuni- 
tion and accoutrements, and every other 
thing whieh they may mercquired to report 5 


er which in their judgment may relate to 


their 
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their government, and the general advance- 
ment of good order and military difcipline. 


KEVIN. And be x further enacted by th: 
whority aforcfaid, Snai the rules of di 
cipline approved and ettablfhed by Con- 
grefs, in the refolutions of the twenty- 
ninth day. of Murich, one thoufand fven 
hundred and feventy-nine, fhall be the riles 
and regulations of dicipline, to be obier- 
ved by the Militia of this Commonweal.k ; 
except {uch deviaions from faid rules, aa 
may be neceflary by the requifitions of this 
Act, or fome other unavoidable circuin- 
flances ; and every Officer receiving a com. 
miffion in the Militia, fhall immediately 
provide himfelf with a book containine 
thofe rules, 


XXIX. And bə it further enad by the 
autharity aforefaid, That every regiment of 
Militia of this Commonwealth, fhall be 
affembled in regiment, once in two Years, 
for review, infpection and difcjpline, on fuch 
days as the Commanding Officers of the 
feveral divitions or brigades fhall order; 
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point out the place.) And the Militia of 
every town fhall be affembled together 
once in two years, (the yeu it is not muf- 
tered in regiment) at fuch time and place 
as the Commanding Officer fhall order, and 
fhall be inftru&ed and difciplined under 
the direction of a Field-Officer. Provided 
neverthele/s, in new fettlements, where the 
difperied fituation of a regiment may oblige 
men to march twenty miles or more, to 
the place of parade, it fhall be at the dif- 
cretion of the Commanding Officer of the 
regiment, to muiter the Militia in fuch fet- 
tiements, either by regiment, by towns, or 
other convenient bodies. And every non- 
commiffioned Officer and Private {hall 
come to the place of parade, with neceffary 
refrefhment for faid day, at his own ex- 
pence, i 


The cavalry and artillery, and other 
corps raifed at large, fhall alfo be reviewed 
and intpeéted, once in every year, either 
with the regiments and battalions, or by 
themlelves, as the Major-Generals, or the 
Brigadiers fhall order, and at fuch times 
and places as they fhall direët.- And each 

j i Commanding 
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Commanding Oficer of a Corps, when 
on duty, fhall have full power and authority, 
to afcertain and fix certain neceflary limits 
and bounds, to their refpeëtive parades, (no 
oad in which people ufually travel, to be 
included) within which no ipeëtator {hall 
have right to enter without liberty fro 
faid Commanding Officer ; and in cafe any 
perfon fhall fo intrude within the limits of 
the parade, after being onse forbidd en, he 
fhal! be fubject to be confined under guard, 
during the time of exercife, at the dilere- 
tion of the Commanding Officer. And 
whenever different corps thall be alembled 
together, the fenior Officer prefent, fhall 
command without any regard to corps 
whatever. And all Officers when on duty, 
fhall take rank according to the dates of 
their commiffions ; and when two of the 
fame grade bear an equal date, and former 
pretenfions of fome commifiion do not de- 
cide, then their rank fhal! be determined by 
lot, to be drawn by them, before the Com. 
manding Officer prefent ; and when on 
Court-Martial before the Prefident thereof, 
XXX. And be it further erated by the 
auibority aforelaid, ‘hat every Captain or 
2 ‘Comm randing 
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Commanding Officer of a Company, whe 
fhall neglect or refufe to call out his com- 
pany, as often as the law requires, for dif- 
cipline, and on the firt Tuefday of May, 
for a view of arms, as directed by this Act, 
or at any other time, when thereto required, 
by his fuperior Officer ; or who fhall at any 
time excufe his men, for unneceilary ab- 
fence, or deficiency, fhall be tried by a 
Court-Martial, and if thereof convicted, 
he thall be reprimanded in orders, or re- 
moved from office, at the difcretion of faid 
Court. 


t 


© XXXI. And be it further enađled by the 


` authority aforefaid, That at any regimental 


mutter, the feveral companies fhal] form in 
regiment, according to the rank of the 
Officers, coramanding them ; and the fame 
rufe fhall apply whenever different curps 
are aflembled together ; excepting fo tar 
as by cuftom, wage and neceflity, cavalry, 
artillery and light-troops, may be detached, 
from the battalions. 


XXXIIL And be it further enacied by the 
authority aferefaid, ‘That whenever in ae 
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of threatened or a€tual invafion, infurrec- 
tion, or other public danger or emergency, 
the Militia, or any part thereof, fhall be or- 
dered out or detached, if any perfon who 
fhall be ordered out or detached, in obedi- 
ence to fuch orders, being duly notified 
thereof, and ordered to march to the place 
of rendezvous, fhall neglect or refuie to 
obey fuch orders, or fhall not within twen- 
ty-four hours, alter he fhall have been 
notified as aforefaid, pay a fine of zen pounds, 
to the Commanding Officer, of the com- 
pany to which he belongs, or procure an 
ablebodied man, in his itead, fuch perfon 
{ball be confidered as a foldier in fuch de~ 
tachment, a.d be dealt with accordingly. 
Provided always, That whenever a detach- 
ment is made, the Officers, non-commil- 
fioned Officers and Privates, being able of 
body, fhall be detailed from the rofters or 
rolls which ihall be kept for that purpofe 3; 
and any perfon who by abfconding. after 
being detached, as aforefaid, or by defert— 
ing from fuch detachment, fhall attempt 
to evade the punifhment by law provided 
for defertion, he fhall pay a fine of twelve 
pounds, to be fued for and recovered by the: 


Clerk. 
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Clerk of the company, to which fuch per- 
fon belongs, any time within twelve months 
alter the difcharge of fuch detachment ; 
faid fine to be diipofed of for the purpole 
of paying luch men as fhall be hired or 
drafted into fervice : And any Officer 
holding a commiffion in the Militia, who 
fhall negle& or refufe to execute any orders 
he may receive from his fuperior Officer, 
to make a detachment of the corps under 
his command, it fhall be the duty of the 
Officer who iffued fuch orders, immediately 
to atreft fuch delinquent Officer, bring him 
to trial therefor, before a Court-Martial, 
and forthwith give information thereof to 
the Commander in Chief ; and the Officer 
who iffued the order which fhall not have 
been executed, as aforefaid, fhall immediately 
after arrefting the delinquent Officer, pro- 
ceed by himlfelf or fome other Officer, un- 
cer his command, to make and complete 
the detachment, ordered as aforefaid. And 
when any regiment or company fhall not 
be organized, the Officer iffuing the crder 
for fuch detachment, fhall by himfelf, or 
fome other Officer under him, proceed to 


make and complete the detachment from 
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any part of the Militia, of fuch unorganized 
corps. 

KEE. And be it further enatied by the 
authority aforefaid, That whenever the 
Militia, or any part thereof, of any town, 
fhall be ordered to march’ for the imme- 
diate defence of this State, each Officer 
and Soldier fhall provide and take with 
him three days provifion, unlefs otherwife 
ordered ; and the Seletmen of fuch town 
fhall caufe carriages to attend them with 
farther fupplies of provifions and camp 
utenfils, until nctice ihall be given them to 
defift, by the Cowmanding Officer of the 
Militia detached : And the Selectmen thall 
prefer their accounts for fuch fupplies to 
ine General Court for allowance and pay- 
ment : And whenever the Selectmen of any 
town or diltrict, from whicha detachment 
fhall be ordered, hall be notified by aiy 
Officer duly authorized thereto, and #hall 
negle or refuie to furaifh fuch fupplies 
and utenfils, the town or ciftri€ts to which 
fuch Selectmen belong, fall pay a fine 
not exceeding #fiy pettds, to be fued for 
and recovered by any perfon who fhail pro- 
fecute for the fame ; one moiety to the 

prefecutor, 
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profecutor, and the other to the ufe of the 
Commonwealth ; and the Officer to whom 
fuch camp utenfils fhall be delivered, fhail 
be accountable for the fame, unlefs broken 
or loft by fome unavoidable accident, not 
in his power to prevent. 


KXXIV. Be it furiber exa&ed by the au- 
thority afercfaid, ‘Yhat if any Other, non, 
comniuffioned Officer or Private of the 
Militia, fhall be killed or die of his wounds 
received in the fervice of this Common- 
wealth, his widow, child or children, fhail 
be entided to fimilar relief, and under the 
fame regulations and reitrictions, as is pro- 
vided by Jaw in fuch cales for the relief of 
widows and orphans of perfons killed or 
dying of wounds received in the fervice of 
the Uniced States : Ant ifany Oficer, non- 
commiffioacd Ofcer or Private of the 
Militia, hali be wounded or otherwife dii- 

led in the fervice of this Com nonwealth, 
he hall be entitled to fimilar relief aal 
under the fume regulations and rettrictions, 
asis provided by lawin fuch cates for the 
relief of per ons wounded or diiabledin the 


fesvice of the United States. 
XXXV, And 
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XXXV. And be it further enaftcd by the 
authority aforefaid, That the Governor or 
Commander in Chief, fhall appoint Gourts- 
Martial for the trial of ali Oficers above 
the rank of Captain: That the Major-Ge- 
nerals or Gommanding-Ofiicers of divifions, 
each within his own divifion, fhall appoint 
Courts-Martial tor the trial of Captains and 
all Officers under that rank : And it fhall 
be the duty cf every Officer who fhall ap- 
point a Court-Martial, as aforefaid, to ap- 
prove cr difapprove of every fentence of 
fuch Court-Martial by them appointed :— 
And no Officer who thall appoint a Court- 
Martial, fhall be Prefident thereof, nor fhall 
any fentence be put in execution until it 
fhall have been approved of as aforefaid : 
No Court-Martial fhall confift of a lef num- 
ber than thirteen commiffioned Officers, 
the Prefident of which thall not be under 
the rank ofa Field Officer ; and no Field 
Officer ftali be tried by any perfon under 
the degree of a Captain ; and all Officers 
fhall take rank by feniority of commiffion, 
without regard to corps : And the Officer 
who fhallappoint a Court-Martial, fhall at 
the fame appoint a fuitable perfon for a 


Tudge-Advocate, 


+ 


EET NE MEN EE EE 


naal 


mee om 


ae EE TEE ed a 
se et LA ee 


awe geek 
FE ER ER os 
5 BM S 


AS MILITIA LAWS. 


Judge-Advocate, whofe duty it fhall beim- 
partially to ftate the evidence, both for and 
againit the Officer under trial ; to take ac- 
curate minutes of the evidence, and all the 
proceedings of the Court; all of which he 
fhall tranfmit, with the judgment of the 
Court thereon, under feal, to the Officer 
whofe duty it isto app1 ove of fuch judgment 
Every Ofhicer to be tried thall have ten days 
notice given him of the time and place ap- 
pointed for trial : And every Officer to be 
tried fhall be put in arreft, fo as to be fuf- 
pended from the exercife of his office, and 
{hall have a copy of the charges exhibited 
againit him ten days before the fitting of 
fmd Court ; and in cafe any Officer, for the 
trial of whom a Court-Martial fhall be ap- 
pointed, fhall negleë to appear and make 
defence, he fhall be deemed by faid Court 
guilty of the charge, and fhall be fentenced 
accordingly : In every Court-Martial held 
for the trial of an Officer, not lefs than two 
thirds of the members muft agree in the 
fentence or judgment of faid Court, other- 
wife the perfon charged fhall be acquitted : 
All proceedings and trials by Court-Martial 


Shall be carried on in the day time; and 
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when the members fhall be required to give 
their votes on a gueftion cr decifion, they 
fhall begin with the youngeft in commifiion, 
frit : Ali perfons fhall be holden to appear 
and give evidence before any Court-Mar- 
tial, under the fame penalties for neglect, 
as are by law provided for witnefies in oth- 
er cafes, when thereunto fummoned by a 
Jultice of the Peace for fuch fervice : And 
all witneifes fhall be iworn by the Judge- 
Advocate before they give their evidence 
to the Court. Before any Court-Martial 
fhail proceed to the trial of any Officer, the 
Judge-Advocate fhall adminiiter to the Pre- 
dent and each of the members, the follow- 
ing, oath viz. 

OU A. B. ds Er, Hat ven will well 
and trust dry the ei je nsw before you, between 
ris Gr mende ad Ho person te bo tried z 
and acu ds fariber fvcar ination will not di- 
vie to fontene of His Court-Martial, until 
it hae è approveder dilappreved of 3 and that 
NOU WIE GE ER any accsunt, at any tine wel 


` ri ~ naga 1, ` a " ae : pi he 
ever cfitccer the cote er opinion of any member, 
m hd ` g 
weit reyi ired to give evidace thereof, asa 


avings by a Court of Fujtice, in a due coure of 
lat. So help you GOD! 
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And the Prefident hall adminifter to the 
Judge-Advocate the following oath, viz. 


TOU A. B. do fwear, that you will not,on 
any account, at any time whatever, divulge 
the vote ar opinion of any member of this Court- 
Martial, unlefs required to give evidence there- 
of, as a witnefs, by a Court of Fuftice, ina due 
eourfe of law. . 

So help you GOD ! 


XXXVI. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That every Officer hold- 
ing a Commiffion in the Militia, who fhall 
be accufed of any unmilitary condué, ne- 
gle& of duty or difobedience of orders; 
or who fhall when on duty, appear, or be- 
have himfelf in an un-officer-like manner, 
or fhall wilfully injure thofe who are under 
his command, he fhall be liable to be tried 
by a Court-Martial, and if found guilty, to 
be fentenced by faid Court, to be repri- 
manded in orders; or to be removed from 
Office :, And whenever a Court-Martial 
fhall fentence any Officer to be removed 
from office, the Court fhall therein adjudge 
i | fuch Officer incapable of holding any mili- 

| tary 
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tary commifficn under this Commonwealth 
for life, or for years, according to the na- 
ture and aggravation of his offence ; and 
fuch fentence being duly appreved of by the 
Officer appointing fuch Court-Martial, fhall 
be publifhed and remain in full force, unlefs 
reverfed, fo far as 1efpedts difqualification 
by the General Court. 


XXXVIL And be it further enaéted by 


the authority aforefuid, “Vat every town 
within this Commonwealth, fhall be con- 
{tantly provided with fixty-four pounds of 
good gun-powder, one hundred pounds of 
mufket-balls, one hundred flints, and three 
tin or iron camp-kettles, for every fixty-four 
foldiers in the Militia of fuch town, enrol- 


ed as aforefaid ; and the fame proportion - 


of each of the aforefaid articles for a greater 
or leffer number : And every town which 
fhall negle&t to keep conftantly provided 
with the faid articles, thall forfeit and pay, 
for the uie of the Commonwealth, for every 
fixty-four men in fuch town which ‘hall be 
unprovided with the faid articles, the fum 
of fix pounds, to be recovered by prefent- 
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(are 


ment in the Court of Gencral Scifions of 
the Peace, inthe county to which fuch town 
thall belong : And it fhall be the duty of 
the Brigade-InipeCtor annually to inipeët 
the magazines of each town, within the 
brigade to which he belongs, and to make 
complaint to the Grand-Jury of the county 
againft all towns, which fhall neglect to keep 
conftantly provided as aforefaid, 


And whereas the good citizens of this 
Commonwealth are often injured by the 
difcharge of fingle guns on a muiter-day, 

Therefore, 


XXXVII, Be it further enacted by the au- 
thority aforefaid, ‘That no non-commiffioned 
Oficer or Private, fhall unneceffarily fire a 
mufket or fingle gun, in any public road, 
or near any houfe or near the place of pa- 
rade, on any day or evening fucceeding the 
fame on which any troop or company {hall 
be ordered to aflemble for military duty, 
unlefs embodied under the command of 
fome Officer; and if any non-commiffion- 
ed Officer oy Private fhall fire a mufket or 

: gun, 
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gun, except as aforefaid, on the faid day or 
evening fucceeding, without being embodied 
as aforefaid, he {hall forfeit and pay a fine 
of fve Jbillmgs, for each and every offence 
aforefaid, to be fued for, recovered and dif- 
pofed of in the fame manner as fines for 
non-appearance on a mutter-day, are recov- 
ered and difpofed of. 


XXXIX. And be it further enacted by the 
authority aforefaid, That the Adjutant-Ge- 
neral the Quarter-Mafter-General, Brigade- 
Infpectors, and Adjutants of regiments, {hall 
receive a reafonable confideration for their ` 
fervices, to be allowed by the General 
Court. And all Officers ferving on Mili- 
tary Boards, Courts of Inquiry, and Courts- 
Martial, fhall receive pay, while neceffarily 
employed therein, at the fame rate as when 
in actual fervice : And the Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, or Brigade-Majors, as the cafe may be, 
fhall make up pay rolls, of {fuch Military 
Boards, Courts of Inquiry, and Courts- 
Martial, and Jay the fame before the Gene. 
ral Court, for allowance ; and they fhall re- 
ceive payment at the Treafury, of the fums 
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fo allowed, and pay the fame over to the 
Officers who performed the fervice. 


In SENATE, june 22, 1793. 
This Bill, having had two feveral read- 
ings, paffed to be enacted. 
SAMUEL PHILLIPS, Prefident. 
In the House of REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fune 22, 1793. 
This Bill, having had three feveral read-- 
ings, pafled to be enatted. 
WILLIAM TUDOR, Speak. pro. tem. 
Approved, Fune 22, 1793, 
JOHN HANCOCK. 
A true Copy.—Atteft, 
JOHN AVERY, jun. Secretary.. 


du dié 


In addition to an Act, entitled, “ An Act for regulating and 
governing the Militia of the Commonwealth of Mafaz- , 
chufetts,and for repealing all Laws heretofore made for i 
that purpofe,” excepting an Act, entitled, “An Act for 
eftablifhing rules and articles for governing the troops 
ftationed in the forts and garrifons within this Common- 
wealth andalfothe Militia when calledinto actual fervice.’’ 


1, BE it enatied by the Senate and Houfe 

"~~ of Reprefentatives, in General Court 
affembled, and by the authority of the fame, 
‘That from and after the pafling of this AG, 
in addition to the perfons hereafter named, 
who are exempted by a Law of the ' United 
States from military duty, viz: The Vice 
Prefident of the United States, the Officers, 
- judicial and executive, of the Government 
of the United States, the Members of both 
Houfes of Congrefs,.and their refpective 
Officers, all Cultom Houfe Officers, with 
their Clerks, all Poft Officers, and Stage 
Drivers who are employed in the care and 
conveyance of the mail of the Poft-Office of 
the United States, all Ferry-men employed 
at any ferry on the Poft-road, all Infpectors 
of Exports, all Pilots, all Mariners a@ually 
in the fea-fervice of any citizen or merchant, 
within the United States,—the following 
perions 
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perfons fhall alfo be exempted from military 
duty, viz: The Lieutenant Governor, 
Members of Council, Judges of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court, with their Clerks, the 
Secretary and Treafurer, with their Clerks, 
Officers and Students of any College actually’ 
refident there, Judges of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, with their Clerks, Judges of 
Probate, Regifters of Probate, Regifters of 
Deeds, thofe who have received a Commif- 
fion to keep the Peace, and are qualified to 
act in that office, Minifters ofthe Gofpel, 
Members of the Legiflature of this Com- 
monwealth, with their Officers, when the . 
fame is in feffion, Sheriffs, thofe of the Re- 
ligious denomination called Quakers and 
Shakers, fuch Engine-men as are exempted 
from military duty, by virtue of any Law 
of this Commonwealth, and all perfons who 
have heretofore held a Commiffion in the 
Army or Militia and are now out of Office, 
and all perfons who now do, or hereafter 
may hold Commiffions in the Militia, and 
fhall complete the term of five years fervice 
therein or be fuperfeded. 

> H. Be it further enacted, That when any 
| non-commiffioned Officer or Private, in any 
' ie , Company, 
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Company, fhall receive orders from the 
Captain or Commanding Officer of fuch 
Company, to notify and warn fuch Com- 
pany, or any part thereof, to meet for the 
purpofe of choofing an Officer or Officers, 
it fhall be the duty of fuch non-commiflion- 
ed Officer or Private, to give every perfon, 
whom he is fo ordered to warn, perfonal 
notice, or leave him a written or printed 
notification at his laft and ufual place of a- 
bode, fpecifying the time, place and purpofe 
of faid meeting ; and if any fuch non-com- 
miffioned Officer or Private, fhall negle& to 
warn fuch meeting, in manner aforelaid, or 
fhall negle&t to warn any meeting of fuch 
Company for common and ordinary train- 
ings, agreeably to the orders he fhall have 
received from the Captain or Commanding 
Officer of fuch Company, he fhall forfeit 
and pay the fum of twelve dollars, be redu- 
ced to the ranks and incapable of holding 
any office in the Militia for the term of two 
years. 


IH. Be it further enacted, That every 
perfon who fhall hereafter enlift into any 
volunteer corps (whether fuch perfon be 
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exempt by this AQ, from doing militia duty | 


or not) fhall be holden to do duty therein 
for the term of feven years, unlefs fuch per- 
fon be fooner difcharged, by order of the 
Brigadier General or Commanding Officer 


of the Brigade, to which {uch volunteer 


corps belongs ; and eny perfon who fhall 
fo enliit, into any.volunteer Co1ps, and hatl 
afterwards negleët to do duty therein, fhall 
incur the fame penalties as are affixed to 
like offences, committed by non-commil- 
fioned Oificers and Privates in the {landing 


Militia Companies. 


TV. Be it further enafted, That if any 
Clerk of a Company, or Sergeant acting in 
the capacity ofa Clerk, fhall neglect or re- 
fufe to do and perform any duty enjoined 
upon him by law, he fhall, for every fuch 
neglect, forfeit and pay the fum of twelve 
dollars, to be recovered before fume Jultice 
of the Peace, in the County where fuch of- 
fender lives, in an action of the cafe, to be 


brought by the Captain of fuch Company, ` l 


or the Adjutant of the Regiment, to which 
fuch Company belongs, to the ufe of fuch 
Captain or Adjutant who fhall firft fue for 
the iame. l V. Be 
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V. Be it further enacted, That when any 
Company fhall be paraded, the Captain or 
Commanding Officer of fuch. Company, is 
hereby authorized and empowered, verbally 
to warn the perfons fo paraded, to appear 
at fome future day, not exceeding forty 
days, and {uch warning fhall be deemed to ' 
be legal as it refpeëts all the perfons prefent. 


Vi. Be it further enafted, That no per- 
fon fhall be deemed or taken to be a Qua- 
ker or Shaker, within the meaning of this 
Act, unlefs he fhall annually in the month 
of April, deliver to the Captain or Clerk 
of the Company wherein he refides a cer- 
tificate, figned by two of the Overfeers and 
counterfigned by the Clerk of the Meeting 
or Society, with which he meets for worfhip, 
in fubftance as follows, viz. ` 


We, the Subfcribers, Overfeers of the Meet- 
ing or Society of in the town of __ 

in the County of do hereby certify, that 

Frequently and ufually attends «with 

Jaid Scciety for public worfbip, and we believe 
is confcientioufl; fcrupulous of bearing arms. 

Whick 


6o MILITIA LAWS. 


Which certificate, fo figned and delivered 
as aforefaid, fhall exempt the perfon therein 
named, from doing military duty for the 
term of one year, unlefs the fame be in- 
validated by 1ufficicnt evidence. 


VIL. Be it further enaéted, That where, 
by this AG, or the A& to which this is an 
addition, any non-commiffioned Officer or 
Private fhall forfeit any fum of money, of 
the amount of thirteen dollars and thirty-three 
cents, or under the fame, fhall be recovered 
ad in manner prefcribed by the twenty-third 
a fection of the A& to which this is ın ad- 

. dition ; in which aétion or profecution it 

fhall be lawful for fuch Clerk, in any ftage 
EE ofthe proceedings, before the rendition of 
tn final judgment, to amend his declaration or 
complaint, without paying coftsto the ad- 
he | verfe party. And the Clerk fhall not be 
: liable to pay the defendant coft, where he 
if produces a certificdte figned by a majority 


i of the.commiffioned Officers of the Com-' 
| t! pany, directing him to ihftitute the fuit. 
yt And any Officer or Soldier belonging to 
an any Company, except the Clerk, fhall be 
N '  ` confidered as a competent witnefs in any 

' action 
DR 


MILITIA LAWS. 6r 


action or profecution, brought by the Clerk 
of fuch Company, for the recovery ofa fine, 
notwitbftanding that a part of fuck fine’may 
enure to the benefit of fuch Company.. 


VIM. Be it further enafted, That no elec- 
tion of a Commiffioned Officer, in future, 
fhall be valid, unlefs a majority of the legal 
voters of the Company are prefent at the 
meeting called for that purpofe. 


IX. Be it further enadled, That each Ma- 
jor General within this Commonwealth, is 
authorized and empowered to appoint fome 
fuitable perfon to diftribute his orders, and 


the perfons {o appointed fhall lay their ac- 


counts before the Committee oh Accounts 
for allowance. 


X. Be it further enacted, That the Cap- 
tain or Commanding Officer of a Company 
of Artilery, fhall lay his accounts for money 
actually expended in providing horfes to 
drag the field pieces and tumbrels of their 
refpe€tive Companies, before the Commit. 
tee on Accounts for allowance: Provided, 
no allowance fhall be made unlefs faid Com- 
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fany is ordered to appear in Battalion or 
Regimental mutter, or to march out of the 
town to which they belong, by their fupe- 
rior Officers. 


Al. Be it further enacied, That the Se- 
le€tmen of the feveral towns and diftri€ts, 
and the Affeflors of unincorporated Plan- 
tations in this Commonwealth, fhall furnith, 
at the expenfe of the feveral towns, diftriëts 
and plantations, to the Commanding Officer 
of each Company for the ufe of each private 
Soldier, with one quarter of a pound of 
powder, when ordered out on duty, for a 
divifion, brigade or regimental multer, the 
number to be afcertained by a roll certified 
by the Commanding Officer of the Compa- 
ny to which they belong. And it fhall be 
the duty of each private Soldier, to ufe and 
confume fuch powder according to the di- 
rections of the Commanding Officer of fuch 
Company. 


XI. Beit further enacted, That from and 
after the pafling of this Act, no non-com- 
miffioned Officer or Private Soldier, belong- 
ing to any Company of Militia in this Com- 

monwealth, 
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monwealth, fhall be exempted from military 
duty on account of bodily infirmity, unle.s, 
he fhall obtain a Certijicate from the Sur- 
geon or Surgeon's-mate of the Regiment to 
which he belongs, if either of thole Othce:s 
are appointed in faid Regiment, if not, from 
a reputable Surgeon or Phylician, living 
within the limits of the fame, that he is una- 
ble to do military duty by reafon of bodily 
infirmity; the caufe of which is to be du 
fcribed in faid Certificate, and the Officer 
commanding faid Company, may, upon the 
back of faid Certificate, difcharge the per- 
fon named therein from doing military duty 
in faid Company for fuch tam of time as 
he fhall judge reafonable ; which Certificate, 
if approved and counterfigned by the OM- 
cer commanding the Regiment, Battation 
or Squadron, to which faid difabled pei- 
fon belongs, fhall entitle him to a full ex- 
emption from military duty for the term 
therein fpeeified. 


XM. Beit further enacted, Thatin each 
Squadron of Cavalry within this Common- 
wealth, there fhall be one Adjutant and one 
Quarter-Mafter, to be appointed and com- 
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miffioned in the fame manner as fuch Offi- 
cers are appointed and commifioned in 
Battalions of Cavalry. 


XIV. Be it further enacted, That each 
Brigadier General or Commanding Officer 
of Brigade of the Militia of this Common. 
wealth, is authorized, by voluntary enlift. 
ment, to raife and organize a band of mu. 
fick in each Brigade, and when fo raifed to 
iflue warrants to them accordingly. 


XV. Be it further enaéed, That no OË. 
ficer or Soldier of the Militia, fhall be hold- 
en to do any military duty on any day, (ex- 
cept on days which are or may be {pecially 
prefcribed by Law) on which the Sele@- 
men or Affeffors of any Town or Difiriët 
fhall appoint a meeting for the election of 
2 Reprefentative to the General Court,or on 
the day pointed out by the Conftitution for 
the eleëtion of Governor, Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor and Senators of this Commonwealth, 
or on any day, which is or may be appoint- 

ed for the choice of Electors of Prefident 
and ‘Vice Prefident of the United States, or 
Reprefentatives to Congrefs, And it fhall 

: nat 
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not be lawful for any fuch Officer to exer- 
cife any military command on either of faid 


days, uniefs in cafe of fudden invafion, made 


or threatened, or in obedience to the orders 
of the Commander in Chief, except as is 
herein before excepted, and every Officer 
offending herein, fhall for each offence, for- 
feitand pay a fum not lefs than fez nor more 
than three hundred dollars. 


XVI. Be it further enacted, That from 
and after pafling this A€t, no appeal fhall 
be allowed to either party, from the judg- 
ment of a Juftice of the Peace, upon any 
action brought by any Clerk of a Company 
of Infantry, Artillery or Cavalry, within 
this Commonwealth, for the recovery of 
any fine fuppofed to be incurred for the 
breach of any part of this Act, or of the 
Af to which this is in addition, 


XVII. Be it further enaded, That when- 
ever any Company of Militia hall be defti- 
tute of all commiffioned Officers, it fhall be 
the duty of the Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment of Battalion, and ifthere be no 
fach Officer; then of the Commanding OF 

F2 ficer 
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ficer of the Brigade to which fuch Company 
may belong, forthwith to iffue his’ warrant 
to fome one or moreindividuals offuch Com- 
pany, or perfons liable to do duty therein, 
commanding him or them to notify and 
warn all the perfons liable to do duty infuch 
Company, to aflemble at fome fuitable time 
and place to be named in fuch warrant, for 
the purpofe of choofing Officers; which 
warning it fhall be the duty of the faid per- 
fon or perfons, to whom fuch warrant may 
be delivered, to give, ten days at leaft before 
the time affigned for aflembling fuch Com- 
pany. And it fhall be the duty of fuch 
Commanding Officer of a Battalion, Regi- 
ment or Brigade, to appoint fome fuitable 
Officer to prefide at fuch election, receive 
the votes of fuch Company, and certify the 
choice to the Gommander in Chief. 


XVI. Be it further enacted, That when 
any Company of Militia fhall be deftitute of 
all commifMoned Officers for the fpace of 
fix months, having been legally notified to 
choofe their Officers as atoreiaid, then it 
fhall be the duty of the Commander in Chief 
to iffue his orders to the Sele€tmen of the 

Town 
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Town to which the faid deftitute Company 
fhall belong, requiring them to return him 
an exact roll of all the men belonging to 
the faid deftitute Company, liable by Law 
to be borne on faid roll, within twenty days 
from the receiving fuch order, and alfo to 
revile the faid roll as the law direfts, from 
time io time, when thereby required by the 
order of the Commander in Chief, within 
twenty days from receiving fuch order ; and 
it thal! be the daty of the Commander in 
Chief immediately to diftribute and affign 
the men, borne on the faid roll, to and a- 
mong the feveral Companies that are organ- 
ized, as he fhall think beft, within the Di- 
vifion where they refide, di, N 
XIX. Be it furiber enaffed, 'That. the 
men fo diftributed, {hall be under the com- 
mand of the Commanding Officer of fuch 
Company, to which they {hall be fo diftri- 
buted or affigned, and fhall do duty under 
fuch Commanding Officer, and be liable to 
all the fines and penalties for difobedience 
of his orders, or for non-appearance, or for 
negleGing to equip themdelves, as in other 


cafes. 
XX, Be 


t 
+ 


MILITIA LAWS. 


XX. Be it farther enafted, That it hall 
be the duty of the Captain or Commanding 
Officer of the Company to which fuch men 
fhall be diftributed and affigned as aforefaid, 
immediately to enrol them with his Com- 
pany, and to call them out for the purpofe 
of examining their arms and equipments, 
and inftructing them in military exercifes, as 
often as he is, by law, enjoined to infpeët 
and inftru& his own Company, and to par- 
ade them with his own Company or other- 
wife, as he fhall think beft, or be directed by 
his fuperior Officers, 


XXI. And be it further enaéed, That the 
Captain or Commanding Officer of Compa- 
nies, to which fuch men may be diftributed 
and afligned as aforefaid, fhall have full 
power to iffue his orders to any one or more 
of the men, that may be diftributed or af- 
figned to his Company as aforefaid, or to 
any non-commiffioned Officer or private of 
his own Company, requiring them to warn 
Tuch men, as may be fo diftributed and af- 
figned to his Company by the order of the 

_Commander in Chiéf as aforefaid, to meet, 
armed and equipped as the law ee se 
j ' uc 
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fach time and place as the Commanding 

Officer of faid Company fhall appoint, for 

the purpofe of examining their arms and es 

quipments, and inftructing thein in military 

exercifes ; and the teftimony of any perfon, 

fo appointed by the Captain or Command- 

ing Officer of Companies, as aforefaid, un- 
der oath to warn and notify the men affign- 

ed as aforefaid, or part thereof, to appear ate 
the time and place appointed for any muf- 
ter, view of arms, or other military duty, 

fhall be fufficiest to prove due warning was 

given to the party againft whom complaiat 
may be made for non-appearance. 


XXII. Be it further enaticd, That if any 
Selectmen of any Town where any Militia 
Company fhall be deftitute of Officers as a- 
forefaid, fhall neglect or refufe to return an 
exact roll of the men as aforefaid within the 
time aforefaid, to the Commander in Chief 
as aforefaid, and alfo to revife the rolls as a- 
forefaid, they fhall pay a fine of ffty dollars, 
each, tor every twenty days they thall fo neg- 
le& to return the rolls as aforefaid ; to be 
fued for and recovered by the Brigade In. 
fpeë@tor, and in cafe of a vacancy of this Of 
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ficer, by the Adjutant-General ; one moiety 
thereof to the ufe ofthe Officer who {hall 
profecute for the fame, and the other moiety 
to the Commonwealth. 


XXL. Be it further enacted, That every 
non-commiffioned Officer, or other perfon, 
who fhall negleét or refufe to give any warn- 
ing required by this Act, when ordered 
thereto by the Commanding Officer of any 
Company as aforefaid, by his warrant under 
his hand, or when commanded to do and 
perform the duty prefcribed in the eigh- 
teenth* {ction of this A, fhall for every 
fuch offence, forfeit and pay a fine of twsz- 
ty dollars + one moiety thereof to the Clerk 
of the Company who thall profecute for 
the fame, the other moiety to the Comman- 
ding Officer of faid Company, in truft for 
the ufe of faid Company : And when there 
fhall not be any Clerk in fuch Company, 
then it fhall be the duty of the Brigade In- 
fpeëtor, or in cafe of a vacancy in that of- 
fice, then of the Adjutant-General, to pro- 

fecute 
* This word ef Brenthis 3 miftake, it fhould have heen 
sae —This error is in the original Act; but it has 


en corrected in June Sefliom 1800, by a fpecial AC for 
Khat purpoie. 


t 


MILITIA LAWS. ox 


fecute for faid fine, in which cafe, one half 
thereof fhall be to the ule of the Officer 
who fhall profecute for the fame, and the 
other half to the Commonwealth. 

XXIV. And be it further enatted, That 
whenever a majority of any Company, def- 
titute of Officers as aforefaid, fhall fignity 
their defire, in writing, to the Selectmen of 
the town where fuch deftitute Company 
may be, of meeting and choofing Officers 
in their own Company,fuch Selectmen fhall 
immediately notify and warn a meeting for 
that purpole, by pofling up notifications 
thereof in two public places, at Ieaft, within 
the limit- of faid Company, ten days at leaft, 
before the time appointed for fuch meeting, 
and faid Seleëtmen fhall prefide at fuch 
meeting.and fhall receive,count and fort the 
votes that may be given in for the Officers, 
and fhall make return thereof to the Com- 
mander in Chief,who.fhall commiflion them 
accordingly ; and when fo commiflioned 
and qualified, as the Law direëts, they fhall 
be the proper Officers of faid Company,and 
the Commanding Officers of Companies to 
which they have been diftributed and affign- 
ed as aforefaid, fhall ceafe to continue them 

en 
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on their rolls, or call upon them for any 
further duty. 


XXV. And be it farther enaGed, That the 
third * feCtion in the A&t to which this is 
an addition ; alfo an A& pafed on the 
twenty-fourth day of February, A. D. fév- 
enteen hundred and ninety-fix, and the Re- — 
folve pafled March the feventh, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and ninety-feven, mak- 
ing provifion for Major Generals iffuing 
their orders, and providing payment for 
horfes to drag field-, ieces, be, and they are 
hereby repealed, except fo far as refpecis 
the recovery of any fines or forfeitures al- 
ready incurred thereby. 


XXVI. And be it further enacted, That 
the feveral fines and forfeitures, the mode 
of recovery of which is not herein before 


{pecially 


* In the Edition of Maffachufetts Laws, vol. IT, printed 
by Maiah Thomas, à provifo to the firt enacting paragraph 
is numbered which ought not to be, by reafon whercof 
the numbers of all the fubfequent enacting paragraphs are 
fbifted. ‘The third fection above referred to, is the third 
enacting paragraph in the Liw, and in Thomas’ Edition 
abovementioned is numbered four. 
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ipecially prefcribed, hall and may be recov- 
ered in an action of the cafe in the name 
of the perlon authorized to jue for tne fame, 
and fhall be brought before any Court pro- 
per. to try the fame, within the County 
where the offender refides. 
in the VlousE of REPRESENTATIVES, 
- feb, 28, 1800. 
This Bill, having had three feveral read- 
ings, pafied to be enacted. 
EDWARD H. ROBBINS, Speaker. 
In SENATE, March 3, 1800. 
This Bill, having had two feveral read. 
ings, pafled to be enacted. 
SAMUEL PHILLIPS, Praideat. 
Marco 4, 1800. By te Lieutenant Gover- 


nor approved. 
MOSES GILL. 


A true Copy.—atteil, . 
JOLIN AVERY, Seerciury. 
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